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INTRODUCTION

Dear Parents,

Your son or daughter is now in the second term of Year 9 at Caterham and we are
approaching the time when we need to consider their course programme for the Years 10 and
11.

They will continue to study some compulsory subjects — English, Maths, Science, PE and
Personal, Social and Health Education.

Although this reduces somewhat the number of option choices available to students, there are
still a number of very important decisions to be made about which subjects should be studied
over the next two years, in preparation for future careers and adult life in general. We have an
exciting range of qualifications to respond to the varied needs and aptitudes of our students.

The purpose of the booklet is to outline details related to the upper school programme and the
subjects in particular, as well as give information about the consultation procedure involved. I
have outlined below the timetable that will be followed over the coming months:

11" FEBRUARY Issue of “Beyond 14> Upper School booklet for student and parent
use.
1% — 5" MARCH “BEYOND 14” WEEK for students - Subject areas will focus

students” attention on the courses available, explaining the nature of
the work involved and the commitment required of them so that they
gain an insight into what they will experience.

4" MARCH Year 9 Parents Consultation evening for parents to discuss student
(3.30 to 6:30pm) progress and to discuss subjects available to students at Key Stage 4.

INITIAL SURVEY OF STUDENT CHOICES - students will
15" MARCH be asked to indicate their likely preferences in order to allow us to
gauge the probably demand for the various subjects.

20" 31" MARCH  “BEYOND 14” INTERVIEWS - The final phase of the procedure
when students will be seen individually by a member of staff who,
perhaps in consultation with parents, will help them to make their
final choices.

We have also given you more detailed information about the monitoring of Academic
Achievement at Key Stage 4 which I hope you will find of interest.



I should emphasise that the procedure we use takes time and we are not asking students to
make a decision immediately. However, it is important that the right decisions are made as
this could affect future job prospects and further education.

If, at any stage, you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Yours sincerely

A.ATKINS
Headteacher



MAKING CHOICES: A GUIDE FOR PARENTS

We live in a complex and rapidly changing world which demands good standards of
education and many other qualities including flexibility and the ability to work well
with others. In compliance with the National Curriculum we have devised courses
which will be interesting to our students, open routes to a wide variety of career
possibilities and provide a firm foundation for their future.

What is compulsory for any child?

In their first three years at Caterham students have studied a wide range of subjects.
In years 10 and 11 students need to specialise in some areas in order to be able to
study some subjects in the greater depth needed for success in public examinations.

- In Years 10 and 11 every student will follow examination courses in English
Language and Literature, Maths and Science.

- Students will make additional choices selecting from the areas of Design
Technology, Modern Languages, Humanities, Creative Arts and Business &

Information Technology.

- For some students this will be four GCSEs, for others a combination of
GCSEs and BTEC courses.

- Additionally, all students will follow non-examination courses in Physical
Education and Personal, Social, Health Education and Citizenship.

- Details of all courses, both compulsory and those which the range of courses
offer, are given in this booklet along with explanatory notes.

What should we have in mind when helping our children decide?

- All courses should be approached with an open mind and be given full
consideration. Each course has been designed for girls and boys. No student
should think that there are ‘girls” subjects and ‘boys’ subjects.

- You should think about your child’s interests, aptitudes and ability.

- Consideration should be given to possible further education, training and
future careers.

- Your child will be receiving considerable information, guidance and advice
from careers specialists, subject staff and their tutors. This will be
significantly enhanced this year due to the expanded range of pathways
available. Please discuss this booklet with your child and encourage her/him
to actively seek advice and ask questions about “Beyond 14” choices.

- All parents will realise the importance of a student’s next two years of
compulsory schooling although most will continue into the Sixth Form. Please
encourage your children to take their subject choices seriously, and
independently of friends, and urge them to make the most of the many

opportunities available to them.
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