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The School Day

8:30 Registration
8:45- 9:40 Period 1
9:40-10:35 Period 2

10:35-10:55 Break

10:55 - 11:50 Period 3
11:50-12:45 Period 4

12:45-13:40 Lunch

13:40-14:35 Period 5
14:35-15:30 Period 6

Friday

8:30 - 8:45 Registration
8:45 - 9:15 Tutorial/Assembly
9:15- 10:10 Period 1
10:10-11:05 Period 2

11:05-11:25 Break

11:25-12:20 Period 3
12:20-1:15 Period 4
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Head Teacher’s Introduction
I am delighted to introduce this Year 10 Option information at
this really important time in your education. I know that it seems
strange that you are already making serious choices regarding
what courses you want to study and that you might feel a little
too young to be making such important decisions but I firmly
believe that with the correct guidance and help you will make
the right choices.

Obviously there are some subjects that you have to take such as
English, Maths, Jewish Studies and Science and there are others
where you have more of a choice. Within Technology you will
need to choose which of the options you think you might enjoy
and we will try to accommodate you and give you your first
choice, although it might not always be possible to do so. Please
read about all the courses available, discuss your choices at home
and with your tutor and remember to ask the subject teachers
if you have any questions about a course.

You will see that we have a new course available this year, in
Media Studies. The course is a BTEC course in Media and is
equivalent to 4 GCSEs where you will be able to study a wide
variety of things such as film, TV, radio and internet including how
the media influences our lives and views. I think that this will be
a course that many of you will enjoy and which together with
our very popular Vocational ICT course offers those students
who enjoy a more practical way of working a really good option.
We also intend to offer Media Studies at the next level in the 6th
Form which will give those who take it a chance to develop their
skills more fully.

Please do read the information supplied very carefully and
remember that it is important to make the most of every
opportunity. As we say in our school motto:

If I am not for myself, who will be for me,

but if I am only for myself,

Who am I?

If not now, when?”

Mr S Lewis

Head Teacher



INTRODUCTION
What will I study in years 10 & 11?
In September you will be starting your GCSE courses.  The purpose of this CD is to explain the GCSE system to
you and your parents and to help you in making the choices that are most appropriate for you.

You will be meeting with your tutor to discuss your choices and ensure you are on an appropriate
course to meet your individual needs.

What will I have to study?

All students must study:

English Language
Maths
Science
Technology
Jewish Studies
GCSE ICT

What can I choose to study?

Students can choose to follow an Academic or Vocational Pathway.  An Academic Pathway is recommended for
those students who favour theory based study and examinations as an assessment method.  A Vocational Pathway
is recommended for students who prefer practical study and coursework as an assessment method.

Academic Pathway:
Students will choose 3 of the following subjects.  We strongly recommend that students following this pathway
continue with a Modern Foreign Language.

Thinking beyond GCSEs and ‘A’ Levels many of you will be seriously thinking of continuing your studies at University.
 Most Universities will value you as a student if they can see evidence at GCSE that you have studied a Modern
Foreign Language as well as the basics of English, Maths and Science.

Choices for Academic Pathway Students:

  1  Art and Design
  2 Business Studies
  3 Drama
  4 French
  5 Geography
  6 History
  7 Ivrit
  8 Music
  9 P.E
10 Sociology
11 Spanish
12 Child Development
13 Applied ICT GCSE (double award) (equivalent to 2 GCSEs) (Counts as 2 choices)
14 Media (BTEC) (Counts as two choices)



Vocational Pathway:
Some students are being advised to follow the vocational pathway. This pathway is mainly for
students who find exams difficult. The courses are more practical and are mainly assessed by
coursework. On the vocational pathway students will choose one Applied GCSE or its equivalent
(counts as two options) and one other GCSE.

CHOICES FOR VOCATIONAL PATHWAY STUDENTS:

You must choose one of these
1 Applied ICT GCSE (Double Award)
2 Media (BTEC)

and you must choose one of these

1 Art
2 Drama
3 Music
4 P.E
5 Child Development

e.g You may choose Media or ICT +  P.E GCSE or Art etc.

CAREERS

When choosing your GCSE subjects it is important to have a broad and balanced curriculum and
to choose subjects which you think you will enjoy and in which you will succeed.  You do not need
to know at this stage what job you would like to do.

You will need to discuss all this information at home and with your teachers at the Parents’ Evening
on March 25th.  It is important that students attend Parents’ Evening.

When you have decided which courses to choose, complete the form you will be given and return
it to your form tutor by Tuesday 31st March.

N.B In some cases teachers may advise that you are not suitable for one of the courses you have
chosen.  Other courses such as Sociology and some of the Technology options such as Food and
Textiles have a limited number of places and, if the course is over subscribed, students may be
disappointed and may have to make other choices.  Also we must point out that, due to timetable
and staffing constraints, we may not be able to accommodate every students first choice of options.

Please note that, in order to accommodate the choices that students have made, some students
will have to change their band and form at the start of Year 10. Unfortunately this is unavoidable
and non negotiable.

ALL STUDENTS CONTINUE TO HAVE PSHCE AND P.E.
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Art & Design
Business Studies
Child Development
Drama
English
Humanities:
Geography
History
ICT
Ivrit
Jewish Studies
Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Media
Mathematics
Music
Physical Education
Science
Sociology
Spanish and French
Technology



The Course
GCSE in Art & Design (Fine Art)
The GCSE course taken will be through EDEXCEL.

Fine art may be defined as work which is produced as an outcome of students’
personal experiences, rather than that which is created exclusively for a practical
function or that which is the outcome of a tightly prescribed brief.

Work produced for this qualification will demonstrate the use of formal elements
and creative skills, and give form to individual thoughts, feelings, observations and
ideas. Students will show evidence of trying to extend their own and others’ way
of seeing the world. They will use the language of the subject sensitively and
thoughtfully to support their intentions.

In the context of this specification, disciplines will include painting and drawing,
printmaking, sculpture and alternative media. For this endorsement, students will
need to work in at least two of the disciplines for the GCSE.

The examination consists of

1.Personal Portfolio in Art and Design supported by sketchbooks/work
journals  (60%)

2.Externally Set Assignment with supporting/preparatory work  (40%)

The personal portfolio submitted for assessment consists of centre-devised
activities, carried out by students under controlled conditions. The activities should
take approximately 45 learning hours to complete.

The externally set assignment involves students undertaking investigations and
development, with approximately 20 hours of informal supervision leading to a
final 10-hour sustained focus, conducted under formal supervision.

Both components will be assessed in an exhibition at the end of the course. Marks
given by tutors, based on the work exhibited, are moderated by an External
Moderator from EDEXCEL.

Students who choose Art must be very well motivated and enthusiastic about the
subject because of THE EXENDED PERIODS OF TIME REQUIRED FOR
HOMEWORK and that the course is based heavily upon an on-going assessment
of individual project work over the two years. A student CANNOT pass this
subject i.e. achieve a grade C or above, without a substantial commitment towards
homework. A
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