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POST 16 INFORMATION



OAKS PARK HIGH SCHOOL

Why choose Oaks Park?

Oaks Park is a community comprehensive
school. As such we are committed to
providing an 11-18 education for all of our
students. The partnership between parents
and students is already extremely strong and
we will continue to build on this post 16.

Our priority is to create the conditions for all
students to achieve academic success. High
quality teaching and learning is a focal point of
our work post 16.

We aim to retain as many of our present Year
11 students for whom we can provide
appropriate courses as well as welcoming
Year 11 students from other schools. At the
end of 1 or 2 years in the Sixth Form we hope
to ensure progression to further study or the
workplace. We look forward to working with
you at Oaks Park.

Steve Wilks
Headteacher

Ruth Hill
Director of Sixth Form

Our recent Ofsted report

We were inspected in October 2008. Oaks
Park was described as a “good and improving
school”. We were particularly pleased that the
inspectors noted the excellent progress made
by our newly established Sixth Form.

Ofsted 2008

"Although the school Sixth Form has only
been established for two years, it is making a
very positive contribution to the education of
the students at Oaks Park”

“Teaching is good and improving”.
“Students achieve well and make a good
progress in their academic and vocational

courses”

“The curriculum offers students a wide range
of academic choices”

“Sixth formers contribute positively to many
aspects of the school culture”

“Students receive good support and guidance
for their future careers”

“The personal development of students is
outstanding”.

What can we offer our students?

- An inclusive programme of study that
reflects student potential

- An opportunity to learn within a culturally
diverse setting

. Excellent teaching by a team of dedicated
and experienced staff

- A brand new, purpose built Sixth Form block
with superb ICT student facilities

- A formal programme of Curriculum
Enrichment and timetabled Post 16
Progression sessions

. Careers guidance supported by the work of
‘Connexions’ and ‘Aim Higher’

- Access to fantastic Sports training facilities
including a fully equipped fitness centre

. Opportunities to make a valuable
contribution to the community

. A chance to develop leadership skills as a
prefect or member of the Sixth Form
committee.



Do we help our students to succeed?
- The tutor-student relationship is central to
our success in motivating our students and
encouraging positive working relationships
with staff

. Student progress is monitored and
discussed with students and reported to
parents at regular intervals

- Achievement is celebrated both formally and
informally

- Sixth formers are considered as individuals
and great effort will be made by the pastoral
team to support and guide them

- High standards of conduct are expected —
students will sign a contract and there is a
formal disciplinary procedure

We aim to create positive ethos in the Sixth
Form and a calm, confident atmosphere. With
the guidance and support of tutors and
teaching staff we are confident that our
students provide excellent role models and a
sense of aspiration to younger students in the
school.

Making the right choice

Joining the Sixth Form

Our aim is to give every young person the
opportunity to maximise their opportunities in
life — personal and professional. This is
achieved by increasing curriculum breadth,
choice and flexibility in the 16-19 curriculum
and is reflected in the range of courses
outlined in the prospectus package. We
expect all sixth formers to be committed to the
subjects they have chosen to study and be
prepared to undertake the level and amount of
work needed to succeed. However, Sixth
Form is about lifelong learning and students
will be given many opportunities to develop
into mature and responsible adults.

Choosing the Right Course

Some students will study for three AS levels in
year 12 and others for four. Some students
will study a combination of AS and BTEC
awards. This will depend on their performance
at GCSE and will be dependent on timetable
availability. This will be discussed at their
interview.

When completing their application form,
students are asked to detail the courses and
subjects which interest them and at interview
students will have a chance to discuss the
best combination of subjects to suit their
interest and ability.

We try to meet all student requirements for
courses and when this is not possible we
endeavour to provide the first three choices as
a priority. Students will not need to be fully
committed to course choice when completing
their application form — although where a
course is popular, priority will be given to
students who originally chose it or to those
most likely to succeed.

General Entry Requirements

Academic / Vocational A Levels

The minimum entry requirement to study A
levels is an average grade ‘C’ across all
GCSE exams. Subject specific entry
requirements may vary and will be at the
discretion of the Subject Team Leader (see
subject specific entry requirements enclosed).

*English and Maths re-sits will also be made
available to students who have already
achieved grade ‘D’ at GCSE level.

Please note — there are no timetabled lessons
for these re-sits although revision sessions
may be offered prior to the exam.

BTEC Level 3 Diplomas

The minimum entry requirement to study level
3 diplomas is grade ‘pass’ at BTEC level 2
certificate / diploma or grade ‘C’ GCSE, in the
same subject.

Please note that all Sixth Form courses are
advanced level and will allow access to
University courses.



Application Process

Application Process — Students from Other
schools

1. Fill in the application form and return it to
the School Office. Deadline for applications is
the last day in April.

2. We will send for references from your
present school.

3. All applications will be acknowledged and if
your school record is satisfactory we will invite
you to an interview. You will need to bring
your record of achievement with you. We will
ask you about your achievements, your
attitude to study and your long term plans.
Your parents will also be invited to attend the
interview.

4. If requirements for study are fulfilled and
your reference from your present school is
good, you will be made a conditional offer
based on your ability to meet the entry criteria.

5. There will be a Sixth Form Open Evening
(19" November 2009).

Next Steps

1. Selected applicants will be invited to our
Introduction Day in July and given details of
registration for September.

2. In August, students who meet the
conditions of their offer will automatically be
given a place. If students do not meet the
conditions, their place is not guaranteed but
they will be put on a reserve list for the places
that are available.

Sixth Form Registration

In August you will register for the courses that
you have chosen with the subject staff, who
will also be able to discuss your choices with
you in detail. You must bring your GCSE
result slips to confirm your grades.

Studying at Oaks Park

Tutor Groups

Your tutor will be one of the most significant
members of staff in your life at Oaks Park!
Every Sixth Form student is assigned to a
tutor group. Your tutor will oversee your

progress, checking your academic targets and
being available to discuss any problems that
may arise. Your tutor will write your UCAS or
career references, together with the Director
of Sixth Form.

Meeting the Challenge

The change from GCSE to AS / BTEC study is
a considerable one and you will have to be
committed to your courses and the extra
activities that you take part in. To be
successful in Oaks Park Sixth Form you will
need to:

- Attend regularly all timetabled lessons,
supervised study, assemblies and PSHE
lessons. Attend morning and afternoon
registration. Inform tutors of any foreseen
absence and bring a note in for unexpected
absence.

- Be Punctual. Value your time and aim to do
as well as possible in coursework
assignments and examinations. Meet all
deadlines.

- Make study your priority by organising your
home study time effectively and ensure that
part time employment does not interfere with
study.

. Act as a role model to younger students by
setting an example of conduct, commitment
to study, uniform and participation in school
life.

- Respect the school site and the rules laid
down for the whole school community. You
will have to be committed to your courses
and the extra activities that you take part in.
At Oaks Park High School you will be
expected to maintain an excellent standard
of work and will be supported to do so if
necessary.



Progress Checks

Academic subject staff will be asked to
complete a Subject Team Leader review to
alert the Director of Sixth Form to any student
concerns during the first half term. This will be
closely followed by Baseline Grade reviews
and an Academic review day. In the Spring
term Parents Evening allows students,
parents and staff to set realistic targets in
preparation for end of year exams. Your
subject teachers will be encouraged to report
back on your general progress on a routine
basis so that your form tutor and the Director
of Sixth Form can support you through any
difficulties that you may have.

Post 16 Progression

Post 16 progression is the term used to
describe what we hope students will take from
the Sixth Form besides their academic
studies. In particular, we hope to support,
inform, encourage and equip students so that
they are able to move on from the Sixth Form
to further studies or employment. We also
hope to help our students develop into young
adults and citizens who will be able to make
responsible decisions and informed choices in
their personal, social, moral and religious
lives.

These aims will be achieved through the use
of Personal, Social and Heath education
lessons, tutor time, curriculum enrichment
activities, work experience and support form
tutors and the Director of Sixth Form. The
progression opportunities we offer our
students include:

Careers Education
Supporting students to continue into Further
and High Education.

Personal, Social and Health Education
Safety, drugs, eating disorders, study skills,
citizenship, religious education, sex and
relationship education.

Work Experience

Work experience is a vital part of vocational
courses and some students will have full time
placements in areas related to their study.
Work experience is also available to other
students to fulfil the requirements for
university and college courses or to assist
future plans by giving insight into the demands
of the student’s chosen career.

Appearance

For your personal safety and in preparation for
the workplace we have the following dress
code:

Boys / Girls

Plain black suit

Plain black trousers / black skirt
White collared shirt

Dark shoes

Jewellery
Discrete jewellery and make up is acceptable.

Jeans, T-shirts, hoodies, trainers ARE NOT
permitted.

Optional
Students may choose to wear a tie.
Students may wear a plain black v-neck
jumper.

Beyond The Classroom!

Geography field trip to New York

Senior Prefect Team

At Oaks Park High School we have always
valued the opinions of students and the Sixth
Form is no exception. Students will be given
the opportunity to apply to be a prefect and
from this some may choose to progress
further by applying to be a member of the
Senior Prefect Team. The team will be run by
the Head girl and Head boy and supported by
the prefects in each form. The Senior Prefect
Team will be free to discuss a range of topics
of relevance to the students. All prefects will
have a major role to play, during the daily
running of the school and at whole school
events.



Sixth Form Committee

The Sixth Form Committee will organise a
range of charity, social and sporting events.
The committee members are made up of
representatives from each tutor group and
elect their own chairperson termly.

Curriculum Enrichment Programme

All students in year 12 will receive timetabled
Curriculum Enrichment each week. They may
choose two different enrichment activities from
the programme, which can take place on or off
the school site. We consider this to be
valuable time spent away from academic
studies in order to allow students to develop
as rounded individuals. Community service,
charity work, extra curricular and sporting
activities are some of the options available.
On completion of each course students and
course leaders will complete a ‘Client
Evaluation Form’ which can be used by tutors
and students to support  University
applications.

Performing Arts

The talents of the Sixth Form are particularly
valued. The opportunity to apply for
instrumental lessons is available for any
interested students and concerts take place
regularly throughout the year. Drama
productions are open to students throughout
the school and it is expected that Sixth
formers will be involved in all aspects of
drama activities.

Clubs and Societies

There are a large number of clubs and
societies available for Sixth Form students
and they can take part in local and national
competitions. Students may set up clubs, in
negotiation with the Director of Sixth Form, to
reflect the particular interests of the year

group.

Resources

Oaks Park High School has superb
Information technology resources and the
Sixth Form have access to state of the art
computers for Internet access, subject specific
work and electronic application to University.
The Library is well stocked with new books to
support the programme of study in the Sixth
Form and is run by a fully qualified full-time
Librarian and Library Assistant.



